Press release

L’Oréal South Africa produces hand sanitisers to fight the spread of COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have widespread impact on the world with an alarming
increase in infections, daily. In support of the fight against the virus, L’Oréal South Africa will be
producing hand sanitisers under its natural beauty brand Garnier. The Group’s local factory in
Midrand, Johannesburg will be starting production to support the needs of local health
facilities, communities and retailers.
Twenty thousand hand sanitisers from the initial production will be donated to the South African
COVID-19 Solidarity Fund to assist:
Healthcare facilities with safe guarding healthcare and essential workers who are working on
the front line. During these unprecedented times, we strongly believe that is our responsibility
to support the teams who display courage and unwavering commitment to caring for patients.
Vulnerable communities because community transmission is a high concern in densely
populated areas where people are more susceptible. Hygiene measures such as frequent
hand cleansing is an important factor in fighting the virus.
Retailer support - Garnier will distribute an additional ten thousand hand sanitisers to local
retailers’ employees free of charge.
Providing this support is a way for Garnier to protect and thank those who are working tirelessly
to meet the country’s daily essential needs. Garnier hand sanitisers are also available for
purchase from leading retailers.
“In this unprecedented crisis that is impacting so many people, especially in vulnerable
communities, it is our responsibility to contribute to the collective effort. Through these actions,
we express our recognition, our support and our solidarity towards those who are
demonstrating extraordinary courage and selflessness in their efforts to combat the COVID19”, says Gilles Antoine, L’Oréal South Africa Country Manager.
Globally, Garnier has contributed 1 million euros to support the International Federation of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in addition to solidarity initiatives implemented
by L’Oréal subsidiaries across the world.
About L'Oréal
L’Oréal has devoted itself to beauty for over 100 years. L’Oréal South Africa was established in 1963 in
Johannesburg and is the largest subsidiary in Africa. The company has four divisions, namely the
Consumer Products Division, Professional Products Division, L’Oréal Luxe and the Active Cosmetics
Division. These divisions manage a portfolio of over 29 brands including Garnier, the world’s number one
natural beauty brand, L’Oréal Paris, Maybelline, Mizani, Kerastase, La Roche Posay, Vichy, Armani,
Lancôme, YSL and Dark & Lovely.
The manufacturing plant, located in Midrand, is responsible for the production of African Beauty Brands
and select Garnier products that are exported throughout Africa. The plant, combined with a distribution
centre in Centurion, constitutes an essential tool of the company’s development.
Sharing Beauty With All, the group’s 2020 sustainability commitment has been a driving force in ensuring
that innovation is at the forefront of what L’Oréal does. The Research and Innovation Centre services
Sub-Saharan Africa and focus on developing products that are tailored for the African consumer.
For more information visit www.loreal.co.za

