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NEWS  

RELEASE 

 
L’ORÉAL GROUPE AND THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETIES 

LAUNCH GLOBAL STUDY OF DERMATOLOGICAL ACCESSIBILITY  

  
Global Access to Skin Health Observatory to assess 194 nations’ ability to provide vital skin health services to citizens 

  
Paris, October 17, 2024 - Today at the Skin Alliance Forum, the Dermatological Beauty division of L’Oréal Groupe and 

the International League of Dermatological Societies (ILDS) announced a landmark study into the availability and 

accessibility of dermatological services in 194 countries. The Global Access to Skin Health Observatory is the first global 

survey of its kind, investigating areas such as the global distribution of dermatologists, patient barriers to accessing 

dermatologic care for skin diseases, and access to ‘surrogate’ skin health providers in dermatological deserts.  

 

There are two billion people living with skin disease around the world1, yet fewer than half have access to healthcare 

for their disease2. Currently, there is no comprehensive view of how dermatologic care is accessed and delivered across 

different populations and regions worldwide. This includes regions and medical deserts where the ratio of 

dermatologists-to-citizens is fewer than one for every million, versus the World Health Organization (WHO) 

recommendation of four dermatologists for every 100,000 people. As the world leader in dermocosmetics, L’Oréal 

Dermatological Beauty has undertaken the ambitious study in partnership with ILDS dermatologists to shine a light on 

this issue.  

 

“This collaboration between the International League of Dermatological Societies and L’Oréal Dermatological Beauty 

represents a groundbreaking effort to systematically assess global access to skin health,” said Esther Freeman, Director 

of Global Health Dermatology at Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School and Vice Chair of the 

International Foundation for Dermatology. “By establishing a standardized approach, we can better understand the 

disparities and work towards improving care for all.” 

 

“Skin diseases affect more than one in three individuals worldwide, posing a significant but often overlooked health 

challenge. Furthermore, recent studies on its impact showed 88% of people with skin disease said it negatively impacted 

their personal life3, while 27% reported depression and around 29% claimed anxiety4,” said Myriam Cohen-Welgryn, 

President, L’Oréal Dermatological Beauty. “With billions of people suffering physically and psychologically, the 

knowledge gained from the Global Skin Health Access Observatory can help improve access to life-changing skin 

health services by directing resources where they are most urgently needed.” 

 

"Achieving ILDS' mission of 'skin health for the world' begins with understanding the global landscape of dermatologic 

care and the disparities in access across regions and populations. This exciting partnership with L'Oréal Dermatological 

Beauty marks a crucial first step towards this goal,” said Professor Henry W. Lim, President, ILDS. “We’re grateful for their 

commitment to elevating dermatologic care standards worldwide and look forward to working with them on this 

important initiative." 
 

The study will be conducted in two phases: the first, spanning all 194 WHO-recognized member states to define the 

global, geographic distribution of dermatological care; and the second, to provide an in-depth evaluation of 

dermatological care amongst general population and healthcare providers in 30 countries, spanning all income levels 

and all six WHO regions (Africa, Eastern Mediterranean, Europe, Western Pacific, South-East Asia, and the 

Americas).  Results will be publicly available in 2025.  

 

For more information, visit https://skinobservatory.org/. 
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“This news release does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy L’Oréal shares. If you wish to obtain more comprehensive 

information about L’Oréal, please refer to the public documents registered in France with the Autorité des Marchés Financiers, also available 

in English on our website www.loreal-finance.com. 

 
 

This news release may contain some forward-looking statements. While the Company believes that these statements are based on reasonable 

assumptions as of the date of publication of this press release, they are by nature subject to risks and uncertainties which may lead to a 

discrepancy between the actual figures and those indicated or suggested in these statements.” 

 

About L’Oréal Groupe 
For 115 years, L’Oréal, the world’s leading beauty player, has devoted itself to one thing only: fulfilling the beauty aspirations of 

consumers around the world. Our purpose, to create the beauty that moves the world, defines our approach to beauty as essential, 

inclusive, ethical, generous and committed to social and environmental sustainability. With our broad portfolio of 37 international 

brands and ambitious sustainability commitments in our L’Oréal for the Future programme, we offer each and every person around 

the world the best in terms of quality, efficacy, safety, sincerity and responsibility, while celebrating beauty in its infinite plurality.  

With more than 90,000 committed employees, a balanced geographical footprint and sales across all distribution networks (e-

commerce, mass market, department stores, pharmacies, perfumeries, hair salons, branded and travel retail), in 2023 the Group 

generated sales amounting to 41.18 billion euros. With 20 research centers across 11 countries around the world and a dedicated 

Research and Innovation team of over 4,000 scientists and 6,400 Digital talents, L’Oréal is focused on inventing the future of beauty 

and becoming a Beauty Tech powerhouse.  

More information on https://www.loreal.com/en/mediaroom  

 

About ILDS   
The ILDS has 215 member organisations from 103 countries and represents more than 200,000 dermatologists worldwide. It represents 

dermatology at the highest level through its ‘official relations’ status with the World Health Organization (WHO) and champions the 

importance of skin health to ensure its inclusion in global health policy. It works to raise awareness, cooperation and communication 

within the global dermatology community to promote high quality education, clinical care, research and innovation that will improve 

skin health globally. https://www.ilds.org 
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L’ORÉAL  
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+33 (0)1 47 56 70 00  
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Pascale GUERIN  
+33 (0)1 49 64 18 89  
Pascale.guerin@loreal.com  

Financial analysts and institutional 

investors  
Eva QUIROGA  
+33 (0)7 88 14 22 65  
Eva.quiroga@loreal.com     

Media  
  
Brune DIRICQ  
+33 (0)6 63 85 29 87  
Brune.diricq@loreal.com   
  
Christine BURKE  
+33 (0)6 75 54 38 15  
Christine.burke@loreal.com   

 

 
For more information, please contact your bank, broker or financial institution (I.S.I.N. code: FR0000120321), and consult your usual newspapers, the website for shareholders and investors, 

www.loreal-finance.com or the L’Oréal Finance app; alternatively, call +33 (0)1 40 14 80 50. 

 

 

 

Follow us on LinkedIn @L’Oréal  
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