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Paris, October 14, 2009 – The L’ORÉAL-UNESCO For Women in Science partnership today

announced the five exceptional women scientists from around the world who will receive the

2010 L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards in the Life Sciences.

An international network of nearly 1,000 scientists nominates the candidates for each year’s awards.

The five laureates are then selected at a meeting of the jury presided by Pr. Günter Blobel, Nobel

Prize in Medicine 1999. The 2010 laureats are:

- Rashika El Ridi  (Africa & the Arab States): Professor at Cairo University in Egypt, for paving the

way towards the development of a vaccine against the tropical disease Schistomiasis/Bilharzia.

- Lourdes J. Cruz (Asia-Pacific): Professor at the Marine Science Institute at the University of the

Philippines Diliman in the Philippines, for the discovery of marine snail toxins that can serve as

powerful tools to study brain function.

- Elaine Fuchs (North America): Professor at The Rockefeller University in the United States, for

her contributions to our knowledge of skin biology and skin stem cells.

- Anne Dejean-Assémat (Europe): Professor at the Pasteur Institute in France, for her contributions

to our understanding of leukaemia and liver cancers.

- Alejandra Bravo (Latin America): Professor at the Institute of Molecular Microbiology of the

Universidad Nacional Autonoma in Mexico, for her work on a bacterial toxin that acts as a powerful

insecticide.

The awards ceremony will take place on March 4th 2010 at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Each

Laureate receives US $100,000 in recognition of her contribution to the advancement of science.

A Pioneering Programme: Twelve Years of Encouraging Passion and Promoting Excellence

Since the launch of the partnership, L’Oréal and UNESCO have been actively supporting the cause

of women in science. In the context of economic crisis and the fluctuations of modern society, the

partners believe that today, more than ever, the world needs science. At the heart of this

commitment, L’Oréal and UNESCO are acting to promote women scientists who are devoting their

lives, with strength and passion, to finding solutions to tomorrow’s challenges.

In 12 years, the programme has recognised 62 Laureates, 150 International Fellows, 700 National

Fellows.  It is today a benchmark of international scientific excellence, and an invaluable source of
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motivation, support, and inspiration for women in the scientific field.

A Jury Made Up of Eminent Scientists

The 2010 L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards Jury is made up of 18 eminent members of the international

scientific community from five continents, with Gunter Blobel, winner of the Nobel Prize in Medicine

1999, serving for the third time as President of the Life Sciences jury. Professor Christian de Duve,

Nobel Prize in Medicine 1974, is the Founding President of the Awards, and Koïchiro Matsuura,

Director-General of UNESCO, is Honorary President.

Professor Blobel said: “For a dozen years, the L’Oréal-UNESCO Awards have recognized and

promoted exceptional women who, by the excellence of their research, contribute to the

advancement of science.  As we announce the laureates of the 2010 Awards, we are very proud to

note that two laureates of the 2008 Awards will receive 2009 Nobel Prizes.  The L’Oréal-UNESCO

Awards laureates are among world’s best scientific talents and will serve as role models for the future

of science.”

---------------

About The L’Oréal Corporate Foundation

The L'Oréal Corporate Foundation, created in 2007, pursues the goal of making the world a better

place each day. It draws on the Group's values and business to strengthen and perpetuate the

Group’s commitment to social responsibility.

As the second-largest corporate foundation in France with a multi-annual budget of €40 million, the

L'Oréal Foundation is committed to three types of action: promoting scientific research in the

fundamental and human sciences, supporting education and helping individuals made vulnerable by

alternations to their appearance to reclaim their rightful place in society.

About UNESCO

Since its creation in 1945, UNESCO has pursued the mission of promoting science for peace. Today,

UNESCO aims to reinforce international cooperation in the basic sciences among its 192 Member

States and promotes ethical norms in science. The Organisation has also been dedicated to

eliminating all forms of discrimination and promoting equality between men and women. As well as

developing educational programmes in science particularly designed for girls, UNESCO has

established a network of academic chairs creating links between women in science around the world.
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About L'Oréal

L'Oréal has devoted itself to beauty for over 100 years. With its unique international portfolio of 34
diverse and complementary brands, the Group generated sales amounting to 25.8 billion euros in
2016 and employs 89,300 people worldwide. As the world's leading beauty company, L'Oréal is
present across all distribution networks: mass market, department stores, pharmacies and
drugstores, hair salons, travel retail, branded retail and e-commerce.
Research and innovation, and a dedicated research team of 3,870 people, are at the core of
L'Oréal's strategy, working to meet beauty aspirations all over the world. L'Oréal's sustainability
commitment for 2020 “Sharing Beauty With All” sets out ambitious sustainable development
objectives across the Group's value chain. www.loreal.com

“This news release does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy L'Oréal shares. If you

wish to obtain more comprehensive information about L'Oréal, please refer to the public documents registered in

France with the Autorité des Marchés Financiers, also available in English on our Internet site

www.loreal-finance.com.

This news release may contain some forward-looking statements. Although the Company considers that these

statements are based on reasonable hypotheses at the date of publication of this release, they are by their

nature subject to risks and uncertainties which could cause actual results to differ materially from those indicated

or projected in these statements.”

Contacts L'OREAL(switchboard + 33 1.47.56.70.00)

Individual shareholders and
market authorities

Financial analysts and
institutional investors

Journalists

Jean Régis CAROF 

Tel : + 33 (0)1.47.56.83.02

jean-regis.carof@loreal.com

Françoise LAUVIN 

Tel : +33 (0)1.47.56.86.82 

francoise.lauvin@loreal.com

Stéphanie Carson-Parker 

Tel : + 33 (0)1 47 56 76 71 

stephanie.carsonparker@loreal.com

For further information, please contact your bank, stockbroker or financial institution (I.S.I.N. code: FR0000120321), and consult your usual
newspapers or magazines or the Internet site for shareholders and investors, www.loreal-finance.com,the L’Oréal Finance app or call the

toll-free number from France: 0.800.66.66.66.

Anne-Laure RICHARD

Tél : +33 (0)1.47.56. 80.68

annelaure.richard@loreal.com

Polina Huard  

Tél : +33 (0)1 47 56 87 88

polina.huard@loreal.com

Vanessa Wang  

Tel : +33 (0)1 47 56 76 88 

vanessa.wang@loreal.com
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