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The L’Oréal Corporate Foundation and UNESCO are delighted by the announcement of

a Nobel Prize in Medicine to Professor Elizabeth Blackburn and a Nobel Prize in Chemistry for

  Professor Ada Yonath.  

In 2008, Professor Blackburn had received the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in Science

for North America

Yesterday, Elizabeth Blackburn was named laureate of the Nobel Prize in Medicine, together with

Professors Carol Greider and Jack Szostak.

The L’Oréal Corporate Foundation and UNESCO warmly congratulate Professor Blackburn.  In 2008,

she had received the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in Science for discovering the nature and

maintenance of chromosome ends and their roles in cancer and aging.

Béatrice Dautresme, Director General of the L’Oréal Corporate Foundation, said: “We are overjoyed

at this supreme distinction.  In 2008, Professor Blackburn had impressed our jury with her

commitment and the excellence of her research. We are happy and proud of this news, which comes

shortly before the announcement of the laureates of the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award for 2010.  For 12

years, our goal has been to recognize and promote exceptional women who, by the excellence of

their research, contribute every day to making this a better world.”

Elizabeth Longworth, Executive Director of the Office of the Director General of UNESCO, added:

“We are very happy and very proud to learn that the Nobel Prize in Medicine 2009 has gone to

Professor Elizabeth Blackburn, laureate of the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in Science 2008.

 When receiving this award, Professor Blackburn emphasized the marvellous diversity of the

mechanisms of life and the necessity of varied approaches in research, taking into account all

scientific disciplines, but equally importantly all the diversity of human creativity, that of men and of

women.

  In 2008, Professor Ada Yonath had received the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in

Science for Europe

Ada Yonath today was announced as recipient of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, together with

Professors Venkatraman Ramakrishnan and Thomas Steitz. 

The L’Oréal Foundation and UNESCO warmly congratulate Professor Yonath.   In 2008, she

received the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in Science in recognition of her structural studies

of the protein biosynthesis system and its disruption by antibiotics. 

Béatrice Dautresme, Director General of the L’Oréal Foundation, said: 
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« We are very happy and very proud that Professor Ada Yonath will receive the Nobel Prize in

Chemistry.  This announcement, coming just two days after that of Professor Elizabeth Blackburn,

not only fills us with joy but reinforces our commitment to the promotion of science and the place of

women in science.  For 12 years, our goal has been to promote exceptional women in science by the

annual L’Oréal-UNESCO Awards.  That an institution as prestigious as the Nobel Prizes recognizes

in turn the excellence of these two women scientists is, for us, a major encouragement.” 

Elizabeth Longworth, Executive Director of the Office of the Director General of UNESCO, added: 

“We are very happy to learn that a 2008 laureate of the L’Oréal-UNESCO Award For Women in

Science, Professor Ada Yonath, will receive the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.  She represents for all

women in science a model of courage and persistence.  She has spoken to us of the difficulties she

encountered on her path   outside traditional roles.  She has just achieved the summit and we

congratulate her.”  

  A pionneering program launched 12 years ago

Created in 1998, the L’Oréal-UNESCO Awards For Women in Science were the first international

scientific awards dedicated to women.  Twelve years later, the program has become an international

reference of scientific distinction and an inestimable source of motivation and inspiration for women

in science.

  In 2010, diversity will once again be at the core of the L’Oréal-UNESCO Awards, which recognize

five eminent women scientists from five continents.  The wonderful success of Professor Blackburn is

a tremendous encouragement to women in science, as well as being a great example for the next

generation.” 
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About L'Oréal

L'Oréal has devoted itself to beauty for over 100 years. With its unique international portfolio of 34
diverse and complementary brands, the Group generated sales amounting to 25.8 billion euros in
2016 and employs 89,300 people worldwide. As the world's leading beauty company, L'Oréal is
present across all distribution networks: mass market, department stores, pharmacies and
drugstores, hair salons, travel retail, branded retail and e-commerce.
Research and innovation, and a dedicated research team of 3,870 people, are at the core of
L'Oréal's strategy, working to meet beauty aspirations all over the world. L'Oréal's sustainability
commitment for 2020 “Sharing Beauty With All” sets out ambitious sustainable development
objectives across the Group's value chain. www.loreal.com

“This news release does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy L'Oréal shares. If you

wish to obtain more comprehensive information about L'Oréal, please refer to the public documents registered in

France with the Autorité des Marchés Financiers, also available in English on our Internet site

www.loreal-finance.com.

This news release may contain some forward-looking statements. Although the Company considers that these

statements are based on reasonable hypotheses at the date of publication of this release, they are by their

nature subject to risks and uncertainties which could cause actual results to differ materially from those indicated

or projected in these statements.”
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